Gateway Lesson Plan Template
Teacher:   Second Grade

    Subject:  Reading Comprehension
: Character     Unit of Study:    Theme 1
     Dates:  8/27/12
	KNOW

Character, character traits

	UNDERSTAND

Character traits are reflected in the ways characters act.  Understanding their traits will help build meaning of the story plot.

	DO
Identify, analyze and evaluate character traits within a story.  Write and illustrate a story with focus on characters and their traits.

1.3.2.C: Identify literary elements (characters, setting, and plot) in selected readings
1.2.2.E: Read, understand, and respond to essential content of text in all academic areas.
1.2.2.A: Use text organization and content to derive meaning from text using criteria.


	Pre-Assessment:  Listen to a read-aloud (The Cazuela That the Farm Maiden Stirred," by Samantha Vamos.  Choose one character in the story and choose one word to describe that character.  Decide if it is a good or bad trait.  Tell why.   This can be done informally with signaling, or can be done with paper and pencil.


	Introduction/Anticipatory Set/Instructional Input/Modeling:

· (Whole Group)

· Ask students if they have ever seen a movie where a character was always playing practical jokes.  Ask, what kind of person is someone who plays practical jokes? What are some things people do that make you want to be their friend?  

· Refer back to the read-aloud.  Ask students to pick one character.  Show them the Character Traits graphic organizer on the overhead.  Draw the character.  Ask students what one word described the character.  Fill that name in next to the character.  
· Explain that we're going to do that with the story "Arthur's Reading Race"
Learning Experiences: 
· (Whole group)
· Read "Arthur's Reading Race."  Have students identify each character in the story.  
· Using the Character Traits graphic organizer, have students draw each character.
· Ask students to identify specific sentences in the story that tell what each character does.  Ask, "What kind of person does those things?" (Have a list of character traits from which students can choose).

· Have students write the matching character trait on the organizer.

· Discuss whether or not students would want to be friends with someone who does those things. (Arthur challenged his sister to a game.  This would be fun.  His sister won the game and her brother bought her ice-cream) - Yes, you'd want to be friends.


	Differentiation Grouping  - (Whole Group, Small Group (Readiness, Interest , Learning Profile), Individual):
Leveled Readers:


Culturally Responsive Indication
· The pre-assessment had a Hispanic text and was used to introduce the lesson.
· You Can Do It, by Tony Dungy, can be used during small group instruction in order to help meet the needs of other minority students.

	Closure:
· Have students to write and illustrate their own story.  The story should have more than one character.  Their story should illustrate a character trait.
· Students may choose which character trait to illustrate.
· (For struggling writers, either one sentence may be written per picture, or pictures only may be used to illustrate character traits.  Either the student can draw a face to show the character trait, or may tell the teacher about what he or she chose to draw).

	Resources/Materials:

· Student textbook
· Graphic Organizer Master, and Overhead Projector

· Leveled Readers (#1)

· The Cazuela That the Farm Maiden Stirred, by Samantha Vamos
· You Can Do It, by Tony Dungy
· Student Workbooks

	Post-Assessment:
· Student-created stories
· Student workbooks - Comprehension Practice (Extra Support, Regular, Challenge)
· Lesson 1 Weekly Test
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High Readiness


Students read independently or with a partner.  Choose 1 character and write about whether you would want that character to be your friend.  Support your answer.





Medium Readiness


Students read with a partner or in a small group.  Choose one character and discuss whether you would want that character to be your friend.





Low Readiness 





(Teacher guided) Have a list of character traits visible.  Have students act out each trait.  Read this leveled reader as a group.  Have students pick out words or sentences that describe the characters.


Discuss which traits you want in a friend.








